
24 April 2024



ESACD purpose and composition

The ESACD aims to be the leading 
advocacy group for drug policy 
reform in the region. 

The ESACD will:

▪ Develop evidence-based policy

recommendations for the region, 

▪ Mobilize public awareness and political commitment 

around drugs issues

▪ Develop local and regional civil society

capacity to work on drug-related issues. 
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ESACD meetings
▪ How is the ESACD different from 

what was done previously?

▪ High-level advocacy alone isn’t 
enough.  

▪ Words should be accompanied by 
action, like: 

▪ Convening an expert discussion 
on cannabis regulation models 
for regional states who have 
legalized it but don’t know how 
to proceed

▪ Bringing CSOs together with 
Kenyan Parliamentarians to 
discuss a pending Bill on Harm 
Reduction

▪ Knowing and saying is strengthened
by doing.

▪ This is a new approach and one that 
commissioners are eager to pursue.
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▪ How ESACD is different from what was 
done previously?

▪ High-level advocacy alone isn’t enough.  

▪ Words should be accompanied by action, 
like: 

▪ Convening an expert discussion on 
cannabis regulation models for 
regional states who have legalized it 
but don’t know how to proceed

▪ Bringing CSOs together with Kenyan 
Parliamentarians to discuss a pending 
Bill on Harm Reduction

▪ Knowing & saying is strengthened by 
doing

▪ This is a new approach and that 
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